3/6                     DIARY AND  LETTERS OF           [CHAP. XL.
The question on the ist of December was whether to run blindly on and try to make Montauk Point, with a view to getting into Rhode Island Harbor, or be surprised by a change of wind to the northwest, which would "oblige the Ocean to seek refuge in the West Indies/' Quite uncertain where he was and what to do, the captain applied to Morris for advice. " I tell him that if I were in his situation, wanting provisions, I would certainly run into the first port or place where I could secure myself against being blown off; that I think, moreover, the passage through the Sound is a very safe one." Just at this moment a schooner from Baltimore informed the captain of the Ocean of his position regarding Montauk Point, and that evening the vessel was safely anchored in Rhode Island Harbor. Dirty weather, snow, and rain" made the voyage through the Sound for some days impossible; and it was not until the i2th of December, after innumerable worries and anxieties, that the party, having transferred themselves and their luggage to another vessel, started for New York. Here again the delays, by reason of the weather and inefficient and drunken seamen, were to the last degree harassing.
" We had hopes of getting off last night, but were deceived, and so must build up a new fabric of hope for the night to come. Patience, patience," Morris says, in the diary of the 12th, but the hope was again futile, for after reaching Point Judith, "a tedious and dangerous-business," they were obliged to put back to Newport, there to remain till the ipth, when they made a new departure.
"This morning [December 26th] is employed by me in sleeping, as I was awake all last night, partly from the tempest and partly from my care of little Poupon, Madame Leray's child, whose nurse brought him to nie to keep out of the water with which her bed was overflowed,"from op-                       |
